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Dear Parents and Carers,
We are incredibly proud to share a very positive Ofsted outcome for Holly Grove Primary Academy following receipt of our final report
Inspection highlights:
Two areas judged as Strong and five areas judged as Expected standard
Behaviour and attendance recognised as a real strength, with a calm, purposeful environment and high levels of pupil engagement
A caring and inclusive school where pupils feel safe and valued
Strong personal development with a wide range of opportunities beyond the classroom
Pupils who are confident, respectful and proud to be part of Holly Grove
Positive recognition of leadership, staff dedication and Trust support

As you may be aware, Ofsted has recently changed the way it reports on schools. Previously, schools were given a single overall judgement: Outstanding, Good, Requires Improvement or Inadequate. This was based on a “best fit” judgement across all areas of the school.
Under the new framework, this has changed significantly. Schools are no longer given a single overall grade. Instead, inspectors report across five key areas:
Quality of education
Behaviour and attitudes
Personal development
Leadership and management
Early years provision
Each of these areas is judged individually using new descriptors:
Exceptional – practice is of the highest standard nationally
Strong – above the expected standard
Expected standard – meeting national expectations
Needs attention – some aspects fall below expectations
Urgent improvement – significant improvements required

[bookmark: _GoBack]Importantly, under this new system, schools must meet every strand within a category to achieve the higher judgements, rather than the previous “best fit” approach. This means it is much more difficult to directly compare outcomes with previous inspections, as the expectations and reporting system are very different.
With this in mind, we are incredibly proud to share that Holly Grove was recognised with two areas at a Strong standard and five areas at the Expected standard. This reflects a very positive judgement and recognises both our strengths and our ongoing commitment to continuous improvement.
One of the highlights of the inspection was the way our children engaged with the inspectors. We were immensely proud of how confidently and thoughtfully they spoke about their school. They were keen to tell inspectors what a wonderful, welcoming and safe place Holly Grove is, explaining that they feel listened to and know they will receive help if needed. This is reflected in the report, where pupils describe the school as a “caring community”, say that they “feel safe” and are “confident that any concerns will be dealt with quickly.” 
At the heart of this is our TORCH values – tolerance, ownership, respect, cooperation and happiness – which underpin everything we do at Holly Grove. We are particularly pleased that inspectors recognised how deeply embedded these values are in daily school life, noting that pupils can clearly explain how they influence their behaviour and attitudes. 
Inspectors also recognised that behaviour is “calm, purposeful and consistently positive” and that relationships between staff and pupils are “warm and supportive”, helping to create a culture where children feel valued and ready to learn. 
We are especially pleased that the inspection recognised the strength of our provision for personal development, where we achieved a Strong standard. The report highlights our “well-considered and effective programme for personal development and wellbeing” and notes that pupils benefit from “a wide range of opportunities that support their broader development.” 
This reflects the dedication and hard work of our staff in providing rich experiences for our pupils. These include our Forest School provision, Future Aspirations Week, yoga and mindfulness, educational visits, visiting speakers and workshops, and the strong links we build within our local community. These opportunities help pupils to build confidence, broaden their horizons and begin to think about their future aspirations.
We are particularly pleased that inspectors highlighted the strong start children receive in our early years and the inclusive nature of our school. They recognised that staff know pupils and their families well and that we work closely with external agencies to ensure children receive the support they need. 
The report also celebrates our strong approach to attendance and behaviour, recognising the positive relationships we build with families and the sense of belonging that underpins our school. 
We are pleased that inspectors recognised the inclusive nature of Holly Grove, where staff know pupils and families well and work closely with external agencies to ensure that all children receive the support they need.
Leadership and governance were also recognised positively, with staff described as proud to work at Holly Grove and feeling supported and listened to. The report highlights the important role of Primitas Learning Partnership, recognising the strong support, training and challenge the Trust provides in helping us continue to improve and deliver the best outcomes for our pupils. 
As with all inspections, there are areas identified for further development. These focus on ensuring that learning is consistently adapted to meet the needs of all pupils and providing more opportunities for children to write in greater depth across the curriculum. We fully welcome this feedback and are already continuing this work as part of our ongoing school improvement journey.
I would like to thank our pupils, staff, governors, the Trust and all of our families for your continued support. This report reflects the happy, inclusive and ambitious school community we are so proud to be part of. It is a celebration of what we have achieved together and provides a strong foundation for the next stage of our journey.
If you would like to read the full report, it has been shared with parents and will also be available on our school website.
Thank you, as always, for your continued support.
Yours sincerely,
Dawn O’Hare
Headteacher
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